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On August 9, 2014, 
Michael Brown 
lost his life at the 
hands of Officer 
Darren Wilson 
and for more 

than 2 months, many waited for a 
verdict. On November 24, 2014, 
a grand jury made the decision 
not to indict Officer Wilson. This 
decision sparked outrage in the 
city of Ferguson, Missouri. Never 
before had this small city seen 
such violence. The police once 
again donned their riot gear, but 
were unprepared for the fires that 
emerged all over the city. Michael’s 
family begged for peace, but their 
pleas were ignored. On the night 
of November 24th, tear gas was 
thrown once again throughout the 
streets of Ferguson and it looked as 
if there would never be peace.
  On November 29, Officer Wil-
son resigned from the Ferguson po-
lice department without pay, citing 
security concerns. Wilson’s lawyer 
stated that he “will never be a po-
lice officer again.” He still remains 
the subject of investigations by the 
Ferguson Police Department and 
the U.S. Justice Department. Ac-
cording to CNN legal expert Mark 
O’Mara, Michael Brown’s family 
will more than likely file a civil 
lawsuit for wrongful death. Officer 
Darren Wilson will be a focal point 
of anger for years to come.
  On July 17, 2014, Eric Gar-
ner died as a result of an illegal 
chokehold performed by Officer 
Daniel Pantaleo. Garner stated 11 
times that he could not breathe, 
but his cries were ignored. He was 

Michael Brown and Eric Garner.
 These past few months have 
made many people in the African-
American community lose faith in 
the government that is supposed to 

pronounced dead an hour later. 
On December 3rd, 2014 a grand 
jury decided not to indict Offi-
cer Pantaleo. This along with the 
failure to indict Officer Wilson 
led to protests throughout the 
nation. People of all races gath-
ered together in cities all over the 
country, :Atlanta, Chicago, Staten 
Island, San Francisco, Boston, 
Baltimore, and Washington, D.C., 
in peace to march and partici-
pate in “die-ins”. On December 
5, 2014, our very own Oakwood 
University led in a peaceful 
protest in Huntsville, Alabama. 
More than 300 people marched 
along Wynn Drive to University 
Drive and participated in a die-
in in honor and remembrance of 
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No Justice, No Peace

protect us. It seems that the police 
have forgotten their own motto: 
To Protect and Serve. Many people 
still do not understand that what 
we march for is bigger than us. 

Zhari Clay
Staff Writer

Students participate in the protest in Huntsville. 
Photos by Zhari Clay
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porary.  Sometimes God allows us 
to go through trials in our lives in 
order to catch our attention.  This 
year, please make time for Jesus 
everyday, and live each day as if it 
were your last. 

R E I D  R E V I E W
The

 Entering a new year always 
causes many to create the all-too 
common New Year’s resolutions.  
We are all familiar with some of the 
most common promises. “I will eat 
healthier this year.” “I will be more 
spiritual this year.”  “I will work on 
being happier this year.” The list 
of changes seems to go on and on.  
Yet, how many of us actually stick 
to the plans that we have made for 
ourselves.
 From the beginning of time, we 
were appointed to be healthy and 
energetic.  We were to represent 
God’s perfect handiwork by bear-
ing His image both outwardly and 
character wise.  I think it is impor-
tant that we eat whole foods.  In 
the beginning of this world, God 
gave us all the necessary foods to 
eat with the absence of additives, 
preservative, and pesticides.  Ellen 
G. White mentions in her book The 
Annointed Life, “From the begin-
ning, it has been our Designer’s 
master plan for us to be anointed 
(consecrated, set apart for a special 
purpose) in all dimensions of our 
being.”
 Making the necessary adjust-
ments for a new year are great, 
but they shouldn’t be limited only 
to that.  As Christians, we should 
have a daily goal to overcome our 
shortcomings.  God is our divine 
creator and He longs for each of us 
to spend time with Him.  A per-
sonal relationship with God is the 
only way that we can love those 
who persecute us.  It is the only 
way we can endure hardships and 

still find hope.  
And it is the only 
way we will be 
able to spend 
eternity with 
our Savior and 
Lord.  By living 
the Christian life, 

we are exercising the teachings that 
Jesus gave us through His life while 
He was here on earth.  I admit 
that I am struggling with keeping 
my spiritual life as solid as it was 
before I entered college.  With all 
the new influences around, it can 
be extremely difficult for me to 
hold on to the teachings my parents 
instilled within me.  Nonetheless, I 
have abstained from many tempta-
tions thus far and with God’s help I 
can prepare for the ones ahead.
 Everyday should be a time to 
work on improvement because life 
is so precious and tomorrow is not 
promised.  In fact, the next few 
minutes are not even guaranteed. 
To everyone who reads this mes-
sage, please cherish your time here 
on earth.  Prepare yourselves for 
our Lord’s soon return.  We can-
not keep going on through life as if 
nothing will happen to us.
 During 2014, there had been 
an unfortunately large amount of 
deaths.  It seems as though the devil 
is working overtime in order to dis-
courage us.  Thankfully, this is not 
the end because we will all soon be 
reunited at The Welcome Table in 
heaven.  I have this hope in Christ 
Jesus for it says in 1 Thessalonians 
4:16-18, “For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first:  Then 
we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with 

the Lord.  Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words.”  
 Well there you have it my fel-
low readers, this earth that we in-
habit is not our permanent dwell-
ing.  The pain that we go through 
while here on earth is only tem-

R E I D  i t  a n d  w e e p

Welcome back fellow 
students of Oakwood 
University!  This is your 
Editor-in-Chief, Jyremy 

Reid, sending you all a warm welcome 
into the year of 2015.

Photo by Duran Miller
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church’s role in societal injustice. 
 While our two hosts, Lauren 
Eaton and USM President Tahjai 
Conkerite, asked the panel questions, 
students were able to tweet ques-
tions to panel members regarding the 
comments made. Though students 
thought the night was over, they were 
awestruck by the powerful message 
given by the keynote speaker Pastor 
James Doggette Jr. Pastor Doggette 
spoke briefly on the the role of young 
Christians when faced with injustice 
and said that “it’s our job to be Chris-
tians in a world and society that needs 
Christ.” 
 Jordaan Houston stated afterwards 
that “this event wasn’t to high-light or 
bring about animosity towards a cer-
tain group but rather inform students 
on how we can assist in progressively 
moving our society forward.” 

CAMPUS NEWS

On September 15, 2014, 
Oakwood University 
experienced an event that 
it has never experienced 

before. “Shots Fired” was a panel 
discussion led by the USM Religious 
Vice President Jordaan Houston that 
discussed the societal, political, and 
spiritual inequity in the world. The 
panel discussion emanated from the 
Mike Brown incident that took place 
in early August, involving the kill-
ing of recent young black high school 
graduate Mike Brown. Stories report 
that the 18-year-old was stopped by 
a Caucasian Ferguson Police officer, 
Darren Wilson, after reputedly steal-
ing from a store. However, reports 
further explain that the young high 
school graduate was shot repeatedly by 
Officer Darren Wilson, after surren-
dering with his hands above his head. 

Shots Fired: The Panel Discussion

Due to the severity of the situation, the 
incident caused national attention and 
racial protest throughout the entire 
country. Students, educators, church 
congregations, and even celebrities 
across America tweeted and posted 
the symbolic phrase “Hands Up Don’t 
Shoot”. 
 Jordaan Houston stated, “In view 
of the fact that Oakwood University 
is a Christian school, it is important 
that students understand the role they 
play in societal issues.” “Shots Fired” 
highlighted the spiritual, legalistic, and 
societal role students should play when 
faced with injustice. The panel consist-
ed of two students, Chris Johnson and 

Nia Langley, who contributed a stu-
dent persecutive on injustice and the 
importance of being politically aware 
of issues facing our community.  In ad-
dition, OUPD Chief Aikens was a part 
of the panel, and he informed students 
on the intentional endeavor OUPD is 
making to establish relationship with 
the student body, a provided insight on 
how we should carry ourselves when 
approached by police officers. 
 Many students had questions 
pertaining to the legalistic point of 
view, so students had the privilege of 
hearing from Professor Camille War-
ren, a practicing Seventh-Day Adven-
tist lawyer from Seattle, Washington. 
Moreover, students had the opportuni-
ty to hear the diverting voice of Pastor 
Gregory Nelson, pastor of Madison 
Mission SDA Church, who gave a 
charismatic point of view detailing the 

Should We Be Concerned About the 

About 65% of polled 
students at Oakwood 
University are worried 
about the Ebola out-

break in the United States, but 
should students really be worried?
 The only way to get Ebola is to 
come into direct contact with the 
bodily fluids of a person who is in-
fected with the virus and already 
has symptoms. Ebola does not 
travel through the air. A student 
at Oakwood University cannot 
get Ebola from a nurse in Dallas 
without going there and coming, 
into direct contact with the nurses 
bodily fluids. Still, people act as if 
they are half a breath away from 
catching the virus.

 There is a higher chance of 
getting hit by lighting or dying 
from a bee sting than there is for 
contracting Ebola, so why is it 
such a big deal? Most likely be-
cause the media has publicized it 
as the worst thing to ever happen 
to mankind. But there’s really no 
need to be worried. Many experts 
are confident that the stable health 
system in America, as well as the 
resources, such as gloves, hazmat 
suits, and quarantine facilities, 
will prevent Ebola from spreading 
in the United States, unlike it has 
in West Africa.
 So really, there’s nothing to 
worry about. 

Ebola Outbreak in the U.S.?Madison Henry
Staff Writer
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Campus News Continued....

Do you want to change the 
world?  College is a life-
changing experience. It’s 
the place where most indi-

viduals find out what kind of person 
he or she is destined to become.  With 
that being said, graduate school should 
be the place where many can continue 
their self-exploration. On October 6, 
2014, Oakwood University hosted its 
annual fall Graduate School Fair in 
the Millet Activity Center (MAC). The 
purpose of the Graduate School Fair is 
to connect individuals that are already 
in undergraduate studies, in fields such 
as public administration, international 
affairs, public health, communication, 
science, theology, and several other 
degrees.
 Auburn University, University of 
Florida, University of Montevallo, Ken-

Oakwood Hosts Graduate School Fair
Jyremy Reid
Editor-in-Chief

nesaw State University, The University 
of Alabama in Huntsville (UAH), and 
Troy University were just some of the 
many colleges and universities pres-
ent at this event.  Each institute adver-
tised its strongest areas of study.  Clint 
Lovelace, Coordinator of Student Ser-
vices, at Auburn University stated, “We 
have an award winning newspaper.  
Anyone interested in the fields of com-
munication and journalism should def-
initely consider us!”  Auburn is also one 
of the few universities to carry the torch 
as a land, sea, and space grant univer-
sity. Their students have an option of 
more than 140 degrees in 13 schools 
and colleges, all at the undergraduate, 
graduate, and professional levels.
 Down in the Sunshine State lies the 
University of Florida. Founded in 1853, 
this East Florida Seminary took control 

of the Kingsbury Academy in Ocala.  
In the 1860s, the seminary moved to 
Gainesville and was later secured with 
the state’s land-grant Florida Agricul-
tural College. Then in 1905, a legisla-
tive action transformed the college into 
a university. Classes first met with 102 
students, and then eventually opened 
its doors to women in 1947. Today UF 
is one of the largest universities in the 
nation with more than 50,000 students.  
As, Recruitment & Program Coordina-
tor, Joe Johnson stated, “We have some 
of the top degrees in English and Busi-
ness. Our students well reap the ben-
efits of an education at UF.  Those inter-
ested in receiving the most out of their 
education should definitely consider 
coming to UF.”
 Graduate School Fairs are excellent 
in offering students the opportunity to 

The “Oakwood Experience”

expand their horizons for future en-
deavors. Graduate school is beneficial 
for personal growth, and it also offers 
greater employment opportunities.  
Gaining a sense of accomplishment, 
financial reward, and greater credibil-
ity are just some of a few benefits that 
a graduate degree can offer.  It’s not for 
casual learners. It entails hard work, 
long hours, a lot of reading, research, 
and writing. However, that is not to 
discourage, but to inspire all those indi-
viduals who are willing to go the extra 
mile. 

College Days makes for 
an important time for 
Oakwood University. It 
is a time for future Oak-
woodites to get a glimpse 

of what college life is like at “the Oaks.” 
This year’s College Days were definitely 
a success. Over 700 students amassed 

on campus on Sunday, October 12th. 
The dorms flooded with visitors, as 
young people lugged sleeping bags 
and suitcases from buses into the lob-
bies of Holland, Wade, and Edwards. 
The guests, composed mostly of high 
school students, were eager to learn 
more about the wonderful school. The 

event began bright and early Sunday 
morning, as young scholars received 
the opportunity to learn more about 
the various programs on campus. Stu-
dents met with different departments 
and were toured campus. Later in the 
evening, visitors traveled to Bob Jones 
High School where the high school-
ers battled against current Oakwood 
student-athletes in the annual College 
Days basketball games. Both guys and 
girls put up a good fight, each team de-
termined to take home the “W.” Day 
two of the three-day occasion con-
tained opportunities for students to 
learn more about college and what they 
should expect when attending Oak-
wood. Students also spent in breakout 
sessions where different speakers pre-
sented the pupils with valuable infor-
mation about scholarships and other 

Meagan Catchings
Staff Writer

important financial aspects. 
 One of the most renowned ele-
ments of College Days is the concert 
held on the last night. The church filled 
up as Oakwood students, high school-
ers, and even chaperones congregated 
to honor God in praise and worship. 
The service was exceedingly mov-
ing. Alicia Dent, a senior at Petersen-
Warren Academy in Inkster, Michigan, 
commented, “College Days gave me a 
close-up on Oakwood as a whole, but 
specifically on the dynamic music all 
through campus. The highlight of the 
trip for me was the concert. I honestly 
have never enjoyed myself that much. 
I’m a reserved person, so to be on my 
feet clapping means Oakwood did 
something special for me.” Truly, Col-
lege Days gave visitors a genuine “Oak-
wood experience.” 
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SP ORTS

Ohio State-Alabama big draw as Sugar Bowl sets
ratings record: Buckeye Breakfast

To the surprise of no one, 
people watched the Col-
lege Football Playoff. And 
a tight game and two 

teams with mammoth fanbases 
helped the Sugar Bowl edge the 
Rose Bowl, the traditional leader 
when it comes to TV eyeballs in the 
bowl season.
 According to ESPN, which 
broadcast both the Sugar Bowl 
between No. 1 Alabama and No. 
4 Ohio State and the Rose Bowl 
between No. 2 Oregon and No. 3 
Florida State, the two games each 
drew more than 28 million viewers.
 That made the two College 
Football Playoff semifinals the two 
most-watched shows in the history 
of cable TV.

Oakwood University is 
doing some great things 
in sports this year, how-
ever, a couple miles 

south of Huntsville in Tuscaloosa, 
another Alabama sports team is 
rattling up some noise as well. Yes, 
you all guessed it, this is the Univer-

sity of Alabama Crimson Tide! Roll 
Tide has done some amazing things 
this year, such as crushing their op-
ponents, Florida Atlantic and Texas 
A&M without letting them score a 
single point. They are also #1 in the 
College football playoff rankings, ac-
cording to EPSN.  Part of the reason 
for this outstanding ranking is that 
Alabama has a won all of its games 
expect one, and the one they lost 
was by a one-minute margin. An-
other reason for their tremendous 
success is their key players like wide 
receiver Amari Cooper (#9), safety 
Landon Collins (#18), and running 
back T. J. Yeldon (#20). Recently, on 
November 29,  Alabama (Roll Tide) 
won against their in-state rivals, the 
Auburn Tigers. 

Alabama Athletics
Gabriel Carter
Sports Editor

 Ohio State-Alabama drew 
28.271 million viewers based off a 
15.2 rating, while Oregon-Florida 
State drew 28.164 millions based 
off a 14.8 rating.
 That’s still a long way behind 
the Super Bowl, which drew 111 
million viewers on broadcast TV 
last year. But for the first year of the 
playoff, that’s not a bad start.
 The Buckeyes were honored 
during the first half of Ohio State 
basketball’s win over Illinois and 
then most of them stuck around to 
watch the OSU 77-61 win. With the 
team off from practice, some of the 
Buckeyes got back to life on Twit-
ter, analyzing the Alabama win, or-
dering chicken fingers and praising 
the guy ordering chicken fingers. 

Doug Lesmerises,
Northeast Ohio Media Group
www.cleveland.com
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R E L I G I ON
Just Be Grateful
Isaac Nwadike
Spiritual Editor

Having Thanksgiving and 
Christmas around the 
corner means the fall se-
mester is about to end. 

For freshmen, it is the end of their 
first semester experiencing col-
lege; for sophomores, it is the end 
of another semester of college; for 
juniors, it is a step closer to gradu-
ation; and for seniors, it means 
graduation is almost here! Give 
thanks to God because you have 
almost made it through this semes-
ter! Many people do not get the op-
portunity to come to Oakwood, but 
God allowed you to make it through 
this semester. Be thankful for every-
thing you have gone through. The 

things we go through in school are 
blessings in disguise. God may have 
given you a hard teacher to prepare 
you for future classes in your ma-
jor. God may have allowed you to 
go through certain trials so you can 
grow your faith in Him. Everything 
that has happened will be a bless-
ing for you, whether in the future or 
present. God deserves the highest 
praise, so we should be fully thank-
ful for everything that has happened 
this year. So, the next time you feel 
like complaining or dwelling on 
your problems, look at the bless-
ings that God has given you today. 
Praise Him for the future blessings 
that will come in time, and claim 

the promise of Jeremiah 29:11. “‘For 
I know the plans I have for you,’ says 
the Lord. ‘They are plans for good 
and not for evil, to give you a future 
and a hope.’” So just be grateful and 
thankful. 

 

“I will give thanks to the LORD because of his righteousness and 

will sing praise to the name of the LORD Most High.” -Psalm 7:17

What is PELC All About?
Isaac Solomon
Staff Writer

The Pastoral Evangelism 
and Leadership Council, 
known as Evangelism 
Council, an annual gather-

ing of pastors and religious leaders 
from around the nation and abroad, 
was held December 7-10, 2014. The 
conference provides an opportu-
nity for leaders of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, as well as those 
of other denominations, to come 
together and share ideas about how 
best to go about ministering, as well 
as share knowledge of the gospel, 
in order to provide better service to 
their congregations. 
 The conference began on Oak-
wood’s campus under the leader-
ship of E.E. Cleveland as a way for 
pastors to come together and learn 
more about ministerial methods, 
and to share knowledge of the 

scripture. Cleveland was the first 
director of the conference, and it is 
now directed by Oakwood’s own Dr. 
Jesse Wilson.
 Each year a different theme 
is chosen, based on what will be 
most valuable for evangelists in 
their ministry, which is the general 
focus of the conference. The theme, 
“3:16,” focused on the gospel being 
the foundation of evangelism. “A 
significant number of people are 
not certain whether they’re saved or 
lost,” said Dr. Wilson, “and if you’re 
going to be a religious leader, that’s 
one thing that you need to have 
confidence in… confidence that the 
Bible offers.” The theme was meant 
to give ministers the foundation in 
the gospel that they need in order to 
have that confidence.
 The conference offered several 

seminars meant to educate church 
leaders on how to incorporate the 
gospel into different parts of their 
ministry. Special seminars include: 
The Gospel and Leadership, The 
Gospel and Hot Topics, and a spe-
cial panel titled The Gospel Under 
Fire fielding questions from the 
audience in relation to the gospel. 
Each seminar will focus on a differ-
ent shade of the gospel as it relates 
to ministry.
 As with past conferences, this 
past conference included various 
services and performances by pas-
tors and musicians from within the 
church community and beyond. 
Special guests included North 
American Division President Dan 
Jackson, who presented on the topic 
of church leadership and Ralph 
West, pastor of the Church Without 

Walls in Houston, Texas. The con-
ferences also consisted of ceremo-
nies honoring evangelistic figures 
such as Walter Pearson, Alvin 
Kibble, Calvin Rock, Julia Scruggs, 
President of the National Baptist 
Convention, and other clergy. 
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Forty Years of Ministry

On November 7 and 8, 
2014, Breath of Life 
Ministries celebrated 
its 40th anniver-
sary at the Oakwood 

University Church. Breath of Life 
began broadcasting in 1974 after 
Walter Arties, a pastor and musi-
cian, sought to create a spiritual 
program designed specifically for 
the Black community in North 
America. Pastor Charles D. Brooks 
served as the speaker for Breath of 
Life for 23 years. In 1997, Pastor 
Walter L. Pearson, Jr. became the 
Speaker/Director for the ministry, 
continuing the legacy and broaden-
ing the target audience to include 

all seeking hope and salvation. 
In late 2000, Dr. Carlton P. Byrd, 
pastor of the Oakwood University 
Church, picked up the baton and 
assumed the position of Speaker/
Director.
 The 40th Anniversary Weekend 
kicked off with a Friday Evening 
Worship at the Oakwood Universi-
ty Church. Pastor Ted N.C. Wilson, 
General Conference President, paid 
tribute to Breath of Life via video, 
along with with Pastor Daniel 
Jackson, North American Divi-
sion President, and students and 
members of the Oakwood com-
munity. Special music was given by 
the Current Breath of Life Quartet, 
Dynamic Praise, and Pastor Arties; 

converts were baptized into the 
church at the end of service.
 The celebration ended with an 
evening vespers and Anniversary 
Concert. Pastor Arties and the 
Original Breath of Life Quartet 
gave the special music before Pas-
tor Brooks preached an enlighten-
ing sermon. The concert included 
Pastor Shelton Kilby, III, Myrna 
Matthews Haynes, Adrian Westney, 
Jr., the Current Breath of Life Quar-
tet, Voices of Triumph, and Acad-
emy choirs. The Aeolians closed 
the concert and ended the weekend 
with a majestic rendition of “Some-
day.”
 “I think the overall program 
was a huge success,” Pastor Byrd 
states. “I think the awareness of 
Breath of Life, its history, its min-

and Pastor Pearson 
ended the worship 

with a riveting sermon.
 Sabbath services began with 
Sabbath School followed by song 
selections by the Oakwood Ad-
ventist Academy Choir, Pine 
Forge Academy Choir, Miami 
Union Academy Choir, Greater 
Atlanta Adventist Academy 
Choir, and Voices of Triumph. 
The Divine Worship service was 
majestic. The Oakwood Univer-
sity Aeolians, University Choir, 
and Oakwood Symphony, led by 
Jason Max Ferdinand, ushered 
the congregation into glory with 
songs like “Great and Marvelous,” 
and “Come Thou Fount of Every 
Blessing.” Pastor Byrd deliver 
a powerful sermon, and new 

istry, and where we’re trying to go 
in the future was all pronounced. 
I also think that it was a blessing 
for students to be able to witness 
Breath of Life. Breath of Life and 
its history probably was unknown 
to them, so they were given the 
opportunity to see who Walter 
Arties, Charles Brooks, and Walter 
Pearson was. It was a good way 
to help the current understand 
the past, and collectively, we can 
embrace the future.” Pastor Byrd 
says it was also a blessing “to pay to 
tribute to those who have laid the 
foundation for Breath of Life while 
they can witness it, while they can 
experience it, while they can see it.” 
Congratulations to Breath of Life 
on 40 years of ministry. Here’s to 
many more years to come. 

Nia Langley
Copy Editor

Religion Continued....

(Left to right) Walter Arties, Charles D. Brooks, Walter L. Pearson, Jr., and Dr. Carlton P. Byrd
Photo by Kenneth Hines, Jr.



8        { s p r e a d i n g  o a k }

FA S H I ON
Mariah Scarver
Staff Writer

Something New is Never Out of Style

The presence of fashion 
on Oakwood’s campus is 
pretty big, and now there 
is a group the caters to 

just that - students’ style. “Nova-
teur” is a French word that means 
“innovative,” and it is also the name 
of a new fashion group on campus. 
What exactly does Novateur do? 
Novateur is a charitable fashion or-
ganization that will put on charity 
fashion shows and do community 
service work. Novatuer plans on 
giving back to the community as 
much as possible. 
 When asked why the name No-
vateur was chosen, Jeff Wilder, co 
chair, said, “It encompasses us as a 
people and what we want our or-
ganization to represent.” Antonio 
McFadden and Jeff Wilder, the cre-

ators of Novateur, have had quite 
a fashion presence on Oakwood’s 
campus, and their most recent 
endeavor was working with the 
African Fashion Show at UAH.
     The dynamic duo met in 2011 
and have been fashion comrades 
ever since. Creating a fashion or-
ganization on campus has been a 
dream of theirs for a while, see-
ing that there was a lack of such 
at Oakwood. They began to plan, 
and this semester was their de-
but.
    Even though Antonio and Jeff 
are seniors, Novateur definite-
ly wants to leave a presence on 
campus. Antonio used the exam-
ple of how DP (Dynamic Praise) 
started and how it has grown 
substantially. They want to leave 

A Beautiful Epiphany
Jeffrey Wilder
Staff Writer

Stepping out on faith to pursue 
one’s dreams is not an easy task, 
but that didn’t stop one deter-
mined woman destined for 

greatness. Demia Doggette, a graduate 
of Oakwood University’s class of 2009, 
has taken the world of fashion by storm 
with her blog, Beautiful Epiphany, and 
proven that just a little prayer and faith 
goes a mighty long way! 
 Majoring in Communications 
with a minor in Psychology while at 
the esteemed Adventist institution, 
Demia entered corporate America 
not long after her time at The Oaks. 
Her career path and aspirations saw a 
major shift this year upon the release 
of her book, The Audacity of Beauty, 
and the launch of her blog, Beautiful 
Epiphany. The Spreading Oak was able 
to catch up with Demia and get the in-
side scoop on her journey into the vast 
world of fashion.

Question: What exactly is Beautiful 
Epiphany?
 Answer: Beautiful Epiphany is a 
one -stop online shop for fashion, pur-
pose, beauty, and empowerment. It’s 
a blog on steroids who caters to the 
young woman that is set on catering to, 
not only her inner beauty, but her outer 
fashionista, as well.

Question: What is the inspiration be-
hind your brand and blog?
 Answer: About a year ago, I fin-
ished writing a book titled, “The Au-
dacity of Beauty.” My book is a compi-
lation of stories from women around 
the world who share about obstacles to 
self-esteem, and healthy ways in which 
they were able to overcome. After my 
book was written, I was inspired to 
continue working on my passion of not 
only empowering women, but also my 
love for fashion.

Question: Did you have any fears 

an ongoing presence on Oakwood’s 
campus and in the community. 
They stress the fact that they want 
Novateur to be something Oak-
wood as a school and a culture is 
proud of.
 In order to be a part of Nova-
teur, there is an interview/audition 
process. If anyone is interested in 
any field of fashion such as mod-
eling, designing, stylists, or back-
stage work, Novateur is the perfect 
group. Jeff and Antonio stress the 
fact the fashion presence is very 
culturally diverse and no one per-
son has the same style. It is about 
you and how you work your fash-
ion. 
 “Something new is never out of 
style,” If you love fashion Novateur 
is for you. 
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ADVICE COLUMN
“Child, You Better Ask Somebody!”

Q:  I just found out that a girl who I thought was a friend, has been getting to know my boyfriend (in the Biblical sense) behind my back. How should I confront her?

A:  First I just want to say that I am so sorry this happened to you. Being betrayed by those closest to you really does feel like a knife to the gut. This is why I want you to 
pray before you go speak to her. Pray for Jesus to give you the strength to not extend the right and left hook of fellowship to this young lady, because here at The Spreading 
Oak, we do not condone violence. So once you feel that you are calm enough to approach her, just be straightforward, tell her you know what she did, and explain how it 
made you feel. Ask Jesus to help you forgive her whether she apologizes or not. Then wash your hands of her and the situation. And if you remember nothing else I say, 
just please maintain your composure.  

Q: How do I tell my roommate that she has a body odor?

A:  Sometimes it is hard to be direct with such a touchy topic, but it may be easier to get the dean involved instead of looking like you’re attacking her. Explain the situation 
to the dean, and have her indirectly address the situation or discuss having a “girl talk” with all the girls about hygiene. Convince her to go with you to the discussion so 
maybe she can get a better idea of how to keep her odor under control. After you all have the “girl talk” try discussing what you learned, in a friendly manner, and ways 
that you both can follow those guidelines better.

leaving corporate America to pursue 
your own business endeavors?
 Answer: Oh yes! I was so afraid of 
failing at this task that it almost debili-
tated me from walking in my purpose. 
I’m not trying to sound cliché, but if 
it were not for God, I would not have 
been able to accomplish this feat suc-
cessfully. I urge you to remember that 
if God has given you a task, walk in it. 
Even if the road isn’t clear and you have 
no idea what the first step should be, 
constantly stay in tune with God, and 
He will make it clear to you. I wake up 
every morning with a smile on my face 
because not only am I a young black 
woman that is working for myself, but 
I am working within the passions that 
God has instilled in me. “What if I fall? 
Oh, but darling, what if you fly?”
 
Question: What would you like your 
readers to take from your personal 
journey?
 Answer: To remember to always 

follow your dreams. I am a living, 
breathing witness of what God can do 
for you if you just trust Him. 

Question: What inspires your per-
sonal style?
 Answer: I am the girl who loves 
to get dressed up for anything. Oscar 
Wilde said it best when he stated “You 
can never be overdressed or over-edu-
cated.” I am constantly inspired by look 
books and my favorite online websites 
such as ASOS and KTR Collection. 
 
 Demia is a true testament to Jer-
emiah 29:11, “‘For I know the plans I 
have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans 
to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.’” 
She has single-handedly proven that 
nothing can block or hinder the path 
that God has laid out for one’s life. 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR ALL FORMER USM OFFICERS 

WHO INCLUDE EXECUTIVE CABINET MEMBERS, 

APPOINTED POSITIONS AND SENATE MEMBERS; 
	 •	President
	 •	Vice-President
	 •	Treasurer/Financial	Vice-President
	 •	Academic	Vice-President
	 •	Social	Vice	President
	 •	Cultural	Vice-President
	 •	Athletic	Vice-President
	 •	Religious	Vice-President
	 •	Parliamentarian
	 •	Appointed	Positions
	 •	Spreading	Oak	Editor
	 •	Special	Events	Coordinator
	 •	Public	Relations
	 •	Music	Coordinators
	 •	Secretary	for	President	and	Vice-President

Oakwood Alumni

THE CURRENT USM ADMINISTRATION IS INVITING 

YOU TO  A MIXER  TO REVIEW THE HISTORY OF 

O U  U S M  D U R I N G  A L U M N I  W E E K E N D  2 0 1 5 . 

Please contact Edith Pruitt, Alumni Relations Coordinator at: 

alumni@oakwood.edu or 256.726.7039.  

Please	provide	the	following	information:
name,	phone	number,	address,	email,	years	of	service,	position,	

and	names	of	your	cabinet	members.
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CAMPUS NEWS
The “Struggle”

Oakwood Makes Move from GC to NAD
Ashley Berry
Secretary

Oakwood University was 
recently recommended, 
in a 129 to 1 vote, 
to become a North 

American Division of Seventh-
day Adventists institution. For 118 
years, Oakwood has been under the 
General Conference. The Oakwood 
University Board of Trustees believes 
this transition will greatly improve 
the institution. According to inside 
Oakwood these improvements will 
include more financial support, 
more legal, constitutional, and 
voting influence to the core North 
American Division constituencies 
served by Oakwood University, and 
the new organizational placement 

would reunite the original purpose 
for Oakwood’s founding. So what 
does this entirely mean for the 
students of Oakwood University? 
President Pollard addressed this 
concern during his sermon at 
Oakwood University Church.  This 
transition should allow Oakwood 
to maintain the current tuition 
and possibly lower tuition in the 
upcoming semesters. 

issues because we don’t know how 
to speak. Our community was in 
an uproar over the Ferguson trag-
edy but we did not lift our voices 
to change anything.  Some cried for 
“change” while others wailed for 
“justice,” but what were the logical 
steps that should have been made? 
We cannot wait until another Mar-
tin or Brown incident to react. In-
stead, we have to be proactive in 
fighting for what we want. If not, 
we have no choice but to remain 
silent when our future children are 
murdered. On November 4, 2014, 
midterm elections were held in the 
United States. Did you vote? Do not 
be too busy to consider your future. 
It is irresponsible. The real “strug-
gle” will be trying to find jobs, af-
fordable homes, decent healthcare 
and good education for ourselves 
and our future families. 

M
O

R
E

Camille Moore
Staff Writer

Some characterize college as 
the “struggle.” For the first 
time our world view be-
comes singularly focused on 

our future. 
 College is all about our matura-
tion into responsible citizens of the 
world. Last week, we had the chance 
to make some positive changes. In 
many ways, midterm elections are 
more important than the presiden-
tial elections. We elect the local 
leaders and Senate representatives, 
that will work with (or against) 
President Obama. 
 Our generation is inheriting 
everything, from college debt, to 
welfare and healthcare issues, to 
brutal police enforcement, and 
even moral issues like the legal-
ization of marijuana and gay mar-
riage. The most terrifying thing 
is that a lot of us are silent on the 

Cuffing Season
Rashad Mattison
Staff Writer

On Sunday, November 2, 
at Wade Hall, men and 
women gathered  to par-
ticipate in Speed Dating, 

a special campus event created and 
hosted by Freshmen senator Kalif 
Alder. 

 Speed dating requires two peo-
ple to sit down in a safe and open 
environment and interact with each 

other within a small interval of time. 
The guy to girl ratio leaned in favor 
of the male participants, with 34 
guys and 70 girls being registered to 
participate in the event. 
 Most people enjoyed themselves 
and chose to participate in the event 

to meet new people. 
However, responses 
were mixed when 
people were asked if 
they were meeting 
potential significant 
others.  
     Overall, Speed Dat-
ing was fun, exciting, 
and successful. Kalif 
Alder did a wonder-
ful job planning and 
executing his first 

event, and hopefully Oakwood will 
continue to see wonderful things 
from the freshmen senators. 

Chronicles

Photo by Rashad Mattison

Dr. Pollard discusses the plan to move Oakwood to the NAD.
Photo by Dan Weber
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
Ashlea Hendrickson
Staff Writer

Jordan Harris is from Dayton, Ohio and is a proud product of Ad-
ventist education. He attended Spring Valley Academy from 1st to 
12th grade, and it was during these years that his love for science 
and medicine blossomed. Upon entering Oakwood University, he 
felt called to become a Nursing major. During the 2012-2013 school 

year, Jordan was elected president of Oakwood’s NAACP chapter. Under 
his leadership, Oakwood’s chapter won the “Most Active Chapter” award, 
given every year at the NAACP’s state convention. Jordan was also the re-
cipient of the NAACP “Outstanding Leadership Award,” and in 2013 he be-
came the second vice president of the NAACP Alabama Colleges Division. 
Jordan enjoys attending rallies and conventions dedicated to the advance-
ment of black people and has co-directed a leadership summit at Alabama 
State University. He has started a mentorship program at Chapman Middle 
School, Johnson High School, and Harris Home for Kids, in Huntsville, 
whic teaches students the importance of personal responsibilities and aca-
demic excellence. In his spare time, Jordan also plays the saxophone and 
piano and enjoys traveling all over the United States.
 
Guess what? He’s ‘Mr. Oakwood’! “Being Mr. Oakwood is a really enjoy-
able yet demanding responsibility. However, the process of running for Mr. 
Oakwood really prepared me for my reign as king. As your campus king, 
I am asked to represent the school in a number of different arenas. I travel 
with our University president and campus queen in order to represent 
Oakwood University at various events all over the United States. I also host 
events right here on campus!”
 
Tell us some fun facts about yourself! “Well, I love running while listen-
ing to music, so if you see me running around campus, don’t hesitate to say 
‘Hello’!”
 
What’s your favorite quote? “Whatever you do, strive to do it so well that 
no man living and no man dead, and no man yet to be born could do it any 
better.” -Benjamin E. Mays
 
If you could use ONE word to describe yourself, what word would you 
choose and why?  “Auspicious, because the name ‘Jordan’ means ‘moving 
forward’. The Jordan River is nestled in the middle of a desert and despite 
subsisting in a barren land with scorching heat and other obstacles, it con-
tinues to flow forth, which is why it has such biblical significance. In the 
same way, I’ve endured seemingly hopeless situations, but instead of being 
defeated, I’ve persevered.” 

Meet the Student of 
the Month! 
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Spreading Oak Staff (2014-2015)

Editor-in-Chief
Jyremy Reid

Managing Editor
Tyler Brown

Advisor
Mr. George Johnson, Jr.

Copy Editors
Nia Langley
Ms. Michele Solomon

Secretary
Ashley Berry

Layout & Design
Ron Pride

Photography
Anthony Chornes, II
Julian Magloire
Duran Miller

Staff Writers
Gabriel Carter
Meagan Catchings
Zhari Clay
Lauren David
Danielle Hayes
Ashlea Hendrickson
Madison Henry
Justin Jordan
Kaylah Joseph
Michael Knight
La’Ker Kwamogi
Jordan Langston
Rashad Mattison
Reginald Mattison
Camille Moore
Isaac Nwadike
Julian Palmer IV
Mariah Scarver
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Jeffrey Wilder

Since 1896, Oakwood University 
has been making history, educating 
minds and changing lives. 
Find out how you can be a part of the legacy.  
Apply today!

7000 Adventist Boulevard, NW

Huntsville, Alabama USA 35896

256.726.7000 www.oakwood.edu
GOD First!

 1

 4  5

 6

  9

 11

 10

 12  13

 14

 7   8

 2

 3

Oakwoodites Pictured: 1) T. R. M. Howard, American Civil Rights leader, entrepreneur and surgeon. 
2) Hallerin Hilton Hill, talk radio host, singer/songwriter, author, motivational speaker. 3) Dr. Milton 
Brown, an expert in the design, synthesis and evaluation of new therapeutic agents. 4) Wintley 
Phipps, an internationally-known vocal artist, and founder of the US Dream Academy. 5) Virtue, a 
popular Dove Award winning gospel music female trio. 6) Ronald A. Brisé, Commissioner for the 
Florida Public Service Commission. He previously served as Florida State Representative of District 
108. 7) Brenda Blackmon Wood, nationally acclaimed broadcast journalist. 8) Frank W. Hale Jr., 
scholar, teacher, researcher, administrator and Civil Rights pioneer. 9) Take 6, Grammy-winning 
Christian vocal jazz group. 10) Eva B. Dykes, the first African-American woman to complete the 
requirements for the Ph.D. degree in the United States. 11) C. D. Brooks, pastor, administrator, and 
pioneering television evangelist. 12) Phil McDonald, M.D., a renowned radiologist and consulting 
analyst on NBA TV. 13) Shirley Verrett, an internationally renowned opera singer. 14) Rear Admiral 
Barry C. Black, Chaplain of the United States Senate, the first African American to hold this office.

Current Oakwood students, 
Kyle D. Smith, Theology major, and 
Rachel Clement, Health Science major. OakwoodUniversity @OakwoodU OakwoodU
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